Two mortality events in sea-caged yellowtail kingfish Seriola lalandi Valenciennes, 1833 (Nannopercidae) from Western Australia.
In November 2008 a commercial sea-cage operator farming yellowtail kingfish, Seriola lalandi, in Western Australia reported more than 70% mortality of the sea-caged fish. Several parasites and potentially pathogenic bacteria were isolated from the fish, but despite a detailed laboratory investigation the cause of the mortality event was never ascertained. That episode of deaths was followed in January 2009 by a smaller mortality event in fish in a sea cage that had been stocked several weeks earlier. Pathogens similar to those seen in the first mortality event were isolated, but again a single causative agent could not be identified. Multiple stress factors resulting in immunosuppression may have precipitated the mortality events.